[Comparative analysis of viral load by bDNA HCV RNA-2.0 and amplicor HCV monitor in patients with hepatitis C infection].
Two standardized techniques, Quantiplex (bDNA-2.0) and Amplicor Monitor have been evaluated for the quantification of virus load of HCV with these objectives: a) determinate the relationship between virus load and genotype, and b) evaluate the virus load in serial serum samples and in patients with normal or slightly increased liver enzymes in an area with a high prevalence of genotype 1. A significant correlation of 0.7 (p < 0.0001) in virus load has been observed by both methods, but the virus load is smaller by Monitor than by Quantiplex and does not depend on genotype. The relationship Monitor/Quantiplex is smaller in patients with non-1 genotype than in patients with genotype 1a (p = 0.01) and 1b (p = 0.005). Virus characteristics are similar in patients with normal or slightly increased enzymes than in patients with high enzymes. Virus load by both methods is not related to the age, sex, know duration of the infection, transmission manner of the infection neither to the histologic activity index. The virus load not depends on genotype. The determination of virus load in a single serum sample adequately reflects the virus load are in several serum samples in patients with chronic HCV infection. The genotype and the virus load are similar in patients with normal enzymes than in patients with high enzymes.